Archaos helped run two main events at the London Architecture Biennale in June: the National Student Festival, and a hands-on direct action event, ‘Clean Up’.

CLEAN UP

Matthew Lloyd Architects, Price and Myers Engineers, ‘Symbolix’ (A ‘clean’ graffiti enterprise) and Archaos teamed up on this event, investigating the ownership and value of public space. Through a series of ‘workshop’ meetings, once a month since January this year, we built up a proposal to thoroughly clean, repair and improve a neglected public space. We would do this in one single day, as a spectator activity, inviting local residents and visitors to talk with us about public space, enjoy a coffee from our van, or even don a fluorescent jacket (‘Clean Team’) and join us in scrubbing, sanding, blasting, planting and painting!

Clerkenwell Green was chosen as the spot for our project. Despite the name, the place was little more than a deserted traffic island, with abandoned bikes, broken street furniture, and rusting railings above the disused public toilets. And yet this space, in the centre of an attractive square, with mixed-use buildings and a vibrant community life, has so much potential.

We approached Islington Council for their permission and support, and were overwhelmed by the helpful and positive response from their Environmental Services. In addition to our own workforce, we were joined by a team from their cleaning and maintenance services, with a host of specialist equipment for removing chewing gum, re-surfacing tree bases, and pruning trees.

The day itself (Sunday 18th June) dawned sunny and hot. By the time most people opened their curtains around Clerkenwell Green, over 20 people in fluorescent jackets were buzzing around the traffic island, clearing rubbish and abandoned bikes, removing flyposters and broken benches. As the day progressed, the square began to change: Moose’s mysterious ‘clean grafitti’ clouds appeared on pavements and walls: the rusty black railings became a deep glossy green: new rubbish bins appeared and the trash dumped over the disused public toilets was removed. People came to talk to us to ask what we were doing, and why. We started talking about the power that a few people can exert over public space, for better or for worse. We talked about what this space had been, and could be used for. The following day, a railings exhibition was mounted, opening a discussion into the history of Clerkenwell Green, and its future.

The team worked in shifts throughout the day, supported by coffees from Matthew’s van, and a generous sandwich-and-beer lunch provided by Price & Myers. Many arrived early and stayed late, to ensure our work was completed. Finally, a well-deserved pint at the Crown Tavern, looking across at the newly sparkling ‘Green’, was a fitting end to the day. Great fun- thanks to everyone who participated.

NATIONAL STUDENT FESTIVAL

Wednesday 21st June saw the ‘Final Crit’ of the Student Festival projects, a series of ten interventions along the Biennale route, which had grown and changed since the initial ‘ideas workshop’ run by archaos in September 2005.

The Guardian Newsroom hosted a fast-paced whirlwind of presentations from the ‘teams’ from different universities- some of whom had travelled from as far as Aberdeen to be there! The judging panel included Tom Coward of AOC,  Lisa Fior of MUF, Paul Monaghan of AHMM, Ellis Woodman from BD magazine, chaired by Eleanor Young, Editor of the RIBA Journal.

The projects were totally diverse, and it was interesting to see how each group of students had interpreted the brief. Many projects were highly interactive, with visitors able to comment on, or physically change the installations as part of the design. Each group had been asked to work with one or more schools, and the integration of the schoolchildrens’ work into the final design was a large part of the design challenge.

After the presentations and a brief question-answer session, three awards were presented, voted by the judges as follows:

Best response to Context






Sheffield, ‘Remember the River’

Most Innovative participation with local schoolchildren


Central St Martins, ‘Bobby Smith’

Best Delivery of final project






London Metropolitan University (Je Ahn & Maria Smith), ‘140 Boomerangs’

More info on the projects can be found at  http://www.architectureweek.org.uk/lab_student.asp
